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In early February 1952, the Volkspolizei Dienststelle (VED) in Quedlinburg-
Quarrbeck consisted of: the headquarters with a surply section, a motor
transport section, g central ordnance section, an artillery suprly section,

a medical section, and a military band; 3 infantry Komrmandos; 1 artillery
Kormando; and 1 Sonderabteilunp (Armd). Details on the composition of

infantry Kommandeos were not available, The structure of the artiliery Kommando
was as follows: headquarters with the commanding officer, the devuty cormander
and FX chief, a party secretary, an FDJ secretary, the chief of staff, the
chief of training, an officer in charpe of classified documents, and an un-
deternined nurber of clerks; 1 headquarters Zug consisting of computers,

radio and telephone operators; 5 batteriea with 1 headquarters Zug and 1 gun
Zug and L guns to each battery. In early February 1952, the artillery Komman-
do of the VFD in Quadlinburg-Quarmbeck was equipped with 3 model 18 x 105-mm
light field howitzers, 1 Soviet 122-pm light field howilzer, and 1 Soviet

76 :2=pm1 AT gun. Source believed that the lst through Lth Sonderabteilunger
were distributed among the infantry Kommandos, the 5th and 6th Sonderabieilun-
gen assigned to the artillery Kommando, while the Tth Sonderabteilurg
continued as an independent unit and was designated an instruction company.
As of 1 February, the VPD numbered sbout 1,800 men,

After Jamary 1952, the VPD in Muchlhausen was completely recrpanized. Previous~

1ly a BDereitschaft could be considered as the equivalent of a regirernt, after
the reorganization it roughly corresponds o a division. Consequently, the
Kommandos have becone the equivalents of regiments, the Abteilungen becarx
Kormandos, the Zuege companies, and the squads Zuege. ATter the reorganizall on,
an infantry Kommando consisted of 3 Abteilungen, each of which detached a
liaiseon officer to the Ministry of State Security, An Abtwilung is organized
into 2 rifle Zuege, 1 heavy machine run Zugy, 1 ensineer Zug, 1 reconnaissance
squad, 1 medical squad, and in addition, 1 driver for the commanding officos
of the Abteilung and 1 rotorcycle messenger, ﬁz
the platoon leader, his deputy, 1 PK functionary, 2 squad leaders and their
deputies and an undetermined number of snipers and submachine ounners. A
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teavy machine mn Zur consists of the platoon leader and his deruty., 3 squad
leaders and 3 equads with 1 model 08/15 or Maxim heavy machine sun o sack
squad, A mortar batitery is comnrised of the platoon leader (sic), hus
dematy, 1 PX fnneticnary, 2 squad leaders and 2 squads with € rorbdura to
cach squad. The cimalecrppmunication Zug consists of the platoon lesder,

2 squad leaders, 1 televhone and I radio section, The ftelephono scction is
camposed of 3 congtruction crews with 1 1CC and 3 »nollice te each crew,

vhile the radie section has 3 teams =ach cormposed of 1 HCO and 1 priice,
{C-$) The engineer Zug censists of the platoon leader and his depubty, 1 ¥k
functionary, 3 squad leeders and 2 squads with covering, demelition, amoie,
2111bex demclition, flame thrower, and supply parties. Dource did nnh know
vhether all these parties were assirred to each squad or whether 2 »of ther
forred opne squad. I'n details were avallable on the strength «f the
recennalssance squad of an Abteilung, Une serpeant (Ued} and 2 medieal
auxiliaries wers assigned to each Zug, The artillery Hemmandos have been
resrzanized and consist of 5 hatieries with 1 headquarters and 1 fire dug

to each batlery. The artillery Kommorrio in Muehlhausen was equipped with
seavy rortars, 70.2-rm guns and rodel 18 hsavy field howitzers. One i neunt
and one prine nmover wore available fer each pun, Sendexabteillungen in
sxistence included 1 reconnaiasance bicycle ibteilung equipped with srall
armss L AT Abteilung equipred vith TS~mm sunss 1 AhA Abteilung equipped with
ezt cungs 1 otank Abteiluny equipped with T-3h tants, [3erm O rons, Soviet
armored reccunalssance cars and model Boith apmunition prime novers,. The
robor transport section consisbted of tho commanding officer, a deputy
cormander ard PY chief, and an untdetermined number of drivers and ghudent
drivers, Tt wmas equipped with trucks, mostly Toreh, sedens of varicus types
wiich were exclusively at the dimposal of the headquaricrs, and motorcyeles.
Tu early larch 1952, the VPD was quartered in the Goormer Kaserne and in
Huildings on lellroder Landstrasse,

25X1A  * |:|_Ccmenm The information on tho reorganization of the ¥PDe in Quedliin-
mrp and Vuohinausen is transmitted in one report in orier te show mere
clesrly the discrepanciss in the statements en the reorpanization ol the
VYolkspolizei, The followins peinds apysar to be of special interest, The
VYPD in Quedlinburg, alleredly, comprissd only cne Sonderabieilung, desipnated
iratruction corpany, vhile Isur such Sonderabteilungen, namely reconnalssance,
AT artillery, AAA, and armored units, are reporiedly in exlstence with the
7P in Yuerlhausen. Prior to the reorranization, the artillery Rommendos
congisted of Fpur batieries each. The 5th battery now in existence either is:
the Tormer heavy nortar Senderabteiluns (heavy mortars were mentloned in '
comnechion with the YFD in Yuehlhausen) or another pun battery (vhe YPD in
Quedlinburg revortodly has 5 batteries with L guns to each battery). In
Quedlinburg, the reconnaissance Abteilung was distributed ameny the infartry
Fomrandos. In "uehlhausen, hewever, the infantry Abteilungen erpanized
weconnaiscance souads of their own, while a bicycle reconnairsance Sonder-
abteiluns was retained. The armered reconnaissance cars previeusly assigned
4o the reconnais-ance Alteiluny have, allepedly, been transferred te the tank

Sondevabieilung. After the recrpenization went inte effect, an inlantry Abw

“eilunge in Tuehlhausen, allorecly, includes a signal-ceormunication Zug of

1 men. Since a VYPD is corprimed of 9 inlantry Abtcilunren, the tobsl strength

ni gl \lecormunicotion Zuers vould be 189 men. Pricr lo the reorganization

Ihe girnal-coreumicstion Sendershieiluny; actually consisted of about LS ren,

The sirnolecorvmnication duere of the infantry Yormamndos had congiderably

wer nereonnol. It therclere aspoars impossible that the si~nal~corrwnication

~argonnel of the infantry Fommandrs should have been doubled or even trinled,

fnimilar cheeks with repard to the mrrtar batteries and enginenr platoons,

¢h, allepedly. are organic crmponents of tho infanury Abteilungen, indicate

that the orpanization of the infantry Abtoilung as stated in the prosont
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report is incorrect. It is believed that in connection with tho reorganization
of the Volksnolizei some Senderabteilansen were cither distributed among

the individual Kommardos or incorporated into them. It is believed hipghly
improbable that the Sondorabteilungen were split up to the extent that
components are now assigned to the individual Abteilungen, The actusl
wrocodure followed with regard to these Sonderabteilungen cannot boe dotersined
from the contradictory information available. It can only be said with sore
dagree of certainty that the Tth Senderabteilung (Armd)- and probably alse

the recennaissance Abteilung continue to oxist. There is a possibility that
all arrored elements have been brourht under a centralized cormand,
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